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manner and under the same conditions as 
Federal agencies and shall, for purposes of 
the frank, be considered a commission of 
Congress as described in section 3215 of title 
39, United States Code. 

(g) PRINTING.—For purposes of costs relat-
ing to printing and binding, including the 
cost of personnel detailed from the Govern-
ment Printing Office, the Commission shall 
be deemed to be a committee of the Con-
gress. 
SEC. 268. SECURITY CLEARANCES FOR COMMIS-

SION MEMBERS AND STAFF. 
The appropriate Federal agencies or de-

partments shall cooperate with the Commis-
sion in expeditiously providing to the Com-
mission members and staff appropriate secu-
rity clearances to the extent possible pursu-
ant to existing procedures and requirements, 
except that no person shall be provided with 
access to classified information under this 
title without the appropriate security clear-
ances. 
SEC. 269. COMMISSION REPORTS; TERMINATION. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Commission 
shall submit— 

(1) an initial report to Congress not later 
than July 1, 2006; and 

(2) annual reports to Congress after the re-
port required by paragraph (1); 
containing such findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations for corrective measures as 
have been agreed to by a majority of Com-
mission members. 

(b) ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES.—During 
the 60-day period beginning on the date of 
submission of each annual report and the 
final report under this section, the Commis-
sion shall— 

(1) be available to provide testimony to 
committees of Congress concerning such re-
ports; and 

(2) take action to appropriately dissemi-
nate such reports. 

(c) TERMINATION OF COMMISSION.— 
(1) FINAL REPORT.—At such time as a ma-

jority of the members of the Commission de-
termines that the reasons for the establish-
ment of the Commission no longer exist, the 
Commission shall submit to Congress a final 
report containing information described in 
subsection (a). 

(2) TERMINATION.—The Commission, and all 
the authorities of this title, shall terminate 
60 days after the date on which the final re-
port is submitted under paragraph (1), and 
the Commission may use such 60-day period 
for the purpose of concluding its activities. 
SEC. 270. FUNDING. 

There are authorized such sums as nec-
essary to carry out this title. 

SA 2908. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2349, to provide great-
er transparency in the legislative proc-
ess; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

On page 34, between lines 6 and 7, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 221. APPLICATION OF FECA TO INDIAN 

TRIBES. 
(a) CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES BY 

CORPORATIONS.—Section 316 of the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 1971 (2 U.S.C. 441b) 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) TREATMENT OF INDIAN TRIBES AS COR-
PORATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term 
‘corporation’ includes an unincorporated In-
dian tribe. 

‘‘(2) TREATMENT OF MEMBERS AS STOCK-
HOLDERS.—In applying this subsection, a 
member of an unincorporated Indian tribe 
shall be treated in the same manner as a 
stockholder of a corporation.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to any election that occurs after De-
cember 31, 2006. 

SA 2909. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2349, to provide great-
er transparency in the legislative proc-
ess; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

On page 16, strike line 1 and insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 113. PROHIBITION ON EMPLOYMENT OF 

FAMILY MEMBERS OF A CANDIDATE 
OR FEDERAL OFFICE HOLDER BY 
CERTAIN POLITICAL COMMITTEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 1971 (2 U.S.C. 431 
et seq.) is amended by inserting after section 
324 the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 325. PROHIBITION ON EMPLOYMENT OF 

FAMILY MEMBERS OF A CANDIDATE 
OR FEDERAL OFFICE HOLDER BY 
CERTAIN POLITICAL COMMITTEES. 

‘‘It shall be unlawful for any authorized 
committee of a candidate or any other polit-
ical committee established, maintained, or 
controlled by a candidate or a person who 
holds a Federal office to employ— 

‘‘(1) the spouse of such candidate or Fed-
eral office holder; or 

‘‘(2) any person whom such candidate or 
Federal office holder claimed as a dependent 
on the most recent Federal tax return filed 
by such candidate or Federal office holder.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 114. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on Wednes-
day, March 8, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. in Room 
485 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing on S. 2078, In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act Amend-
ments of 2005. Those wishing additional 
information may contact the Indian 
Affairs Committee at 224–2251. 

f 

AUTHORITIES FOR COMMITTEES 
TO MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session on Monday, March. 6, 2006, 
at 2:30 p.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to hear testimony on 
‘‘The U.S.-Oman Free Trade Agree-
ment’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 2320 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
that it be in order to have second-de-
gree amendments to S. 2320 filed at the 
desk by 10:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATIONAL SAFE PLACE WEEK 
Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 

that the Senate now proceed to consid-

eration of S. Res. 390, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 390) designating the 
week beginning March 13, 2006, as ‘‘National 
Safe Place Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I look for-
ward to the U.S. Senate passing this 
resolution and designating the week of 
March 13–17, 2006, as National Safe 
Place Week. I thank my colleague Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN for her work on this 
issue. I would also like to the other co-
sponsors of this resolution: Senator 
DURBIN, Senator COCHRAN, Senator 
LAUTENBERG, Senator INHOFE, Senator 
MIKULSKI, Senator CRAPO, Senator 
LANDRIEU, Senator SALAZAR, Senator 
CLINTON, Senator BUNNING, Senator 
LINCOLN, Senator DEWINE, Senator 
INOUYE, Senator LIEBERMAN, Senator 
FEINGOLD, Senator DODD, Senator 
SNOWE, Senator BOXER, Senator MUR-
KOWSKI, Senator JOHNSON, and Senator 
KOHL. This action will recognize the 
importance of Project Safe Place and 
send a message that we will keep work-
ing to protect our children. In count-
less hours of selfless work, volunteers 
truly do make a difference every day, 
and in passing this resolution, the Sen-
ate will be applauding the tireless ef-
forts of the thousands of dedicated vol-
unteers across the nation for their 
many contributions to the youth of our 
nation through Project Safe Place. 

Events of the day may turn our at-
tention overseas, but it is essential to 
remember those who are fighting an 
ongoing battle right here at home. This 
battle has been raging for generations 
and consists of fighting to protect this 
Nation’s most valuable resource: our 
children. Young people are the future 
of this Nation; they need to be both 
valued and protected. Sadly, however, 
as my colleagues know, this precious 
resource is threatened daily. 

I come to the Senate today to talk 
about a tremendous initiative between 
the public and private sector that has 
been reaching out to youth for over 20 
years. Project Safe Place is a program 
that was developed to assist our Na-
tion’s youth and families in crisis. This 
partnership creates a network of pri-
vate businesses trained to refer youth 
in need to the local service providers 
who can help them. Those businesses 
display a Safe Place sign so that young 
people can easily recognize a ‘‘safe 
place’’ for them to go to receive help. 

The goal of National Safe Place Week 
is to recognize the thousands of indi-
viduals who work to make Project Safe 
Place a reality. From trained volun-
teers to seasoned professionals, these 
dedicated individuals are working to-
gether with the resources in their local 
communities and through their ties 
across the Nation to serve young peo-
ple. Because of Project Safe Place, this 
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all happens under a well-known symbol 
of safety for in-crisis youth. 

Project Safe Place is a simple pro-
gram to implement in any local com-
munity, and it works. Young people are 
more likely to seek help in locations 
that are familiar and non-threatening 
to them. By creating a network of Safe 
Places across the Nation, all youth will 
have access to needed help, counseling, 
or a safe place to stay. However, 
though the program has already been 
established in 42 States, there are still 
too many communities that don’t 
know about this valuable youth re-
source. 

If your State does not already have a 
Safe Place organization, please con-
sider facilitating this worthwhile re-
source so that young people who are 
abused, neglected, or whose futures are 
jeopardized by physical or emotional 
trauma will have access to immediate 
help and safety in your community. To 
create more Project Safe Place sites in 
Idaho, the staff in several of my State 
offices have completed the training to 
make them Safe Place sites, and now 
have the skills and ability to assist 
troubled youth. In the coming years, 
Project Safe Place hopes that every 
child in America will have the oppor-
tunity to connect with someone who 
can provide immediate help by easily 
recognizing the Safe Place sign. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. 390) was agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S.RES. 390 

Whereas the youths of today are vital to 
the preservation of the United States and 
will be the future bearers of the bright torch 
of democracy; 

Whereas youths need a safe haven from 
various negative influences such as child 
abuse, substance abuse, and crime, and they 
need to have resources readily available to 
assist them when faced with circumstances 
that compromise their safety; 

Whereas the United States needs increased 
numbers of community volunteers acting as 
positive influences on the youths of the Na-
tion; 

Whereas the Safe Place program is com-
mitted to protecting the youths of the 
United States, the country’s most valuable 
asset, by offering short term safe places at 
neighborhood locations where trained volun-
teers are available to counsel and advise 
young people seeking assistance and guid-
ance; 

Whereas the Safe Place program combines 
the efforts of the private sector and non-
profit organizations to reach young people in 
the early stages of crisis; 

Whereas the Safe Place program provides a 
direct way to assist programs in meeting 
performance standards relative to outreach 
and community relations, as set forth in the 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 
5701 et seq.); 

Whereas the Safe Place placard displayed 
at businesses within communities stands as 
a beacon of safety and refuge to at-risk 
youths; 

Whereas more than 700 communities in 40 
States make Safe Place available at nearly 
15,000 locations; 

Whereas more than 87,000 youths have gone 
to Safe Place locations to get help when 
faced with crisis situations and 88,000 youths 
received counseling by phone as a result of 
Safe Place information they received at 
school; 

Whereas, through the efforts of Safe Place 
coordinators across the United States, each 
year more than 500,000 students learn in a 
classroom presentation that Safe Place is a 
resource they can turn to if they encounter 
an abusive or neglectful situation, and 
1,000,000 Safe Place information cards are 
distributed; and 

Whereas increased awareness of the Safe 
Place program will encourage communities 
to establish Safe Places for the youths of the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of March 13 

through March 19, 2006, as ‘‘National Safe 
Place Week’’; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States and interested groups to promote 
awareness of and volunteer involvement in, 
the Safe Place programs, and to observe the 
week with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

f 

AUTHORIZING REPRESENTATION 
BY SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate now proceed to consider-
ation of S. Res. 391, which was sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 391) to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate legal counsel in 
the case of Timothy P. Toms v. Alan 
Hantman, et al. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this reso-
lution concerns a civil action filed by a 
former employee of the Architect of 
the Capitol against an employee of the 
Senate along with various employees of 
the Architect of the Capitol and a Cap-
itol Police Officer. The plaintiff in the 
case claims that the defendants con-
spired to retaliate against him in his 
employment because he had tried to re-
port misconduct in the operations of 
the Architect of the Capitol. The plain-
tiff seeks damages from the defendants 
in this case for allegedly violating his 
constitutional rights. 

The claims against the Senate em-
ployee, whose involvement in this suit 
arises solely out of her oversight role 
as a staff member on the Appropria-
tions Committee, are subject to dis-
missal on numerous legal grounds, in-
cluding failure to state a claim upon 
which relief can be granted, and legis-
lative and qualified immunity from 
suit. This resolution authorizes the 
Senate Legal Counsel to represent the 
Senate employee in this case and to 
move to dismiss the claims against her. 

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 391) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 391 

Whereas, in the case of Timothy P. Toms 
v. Alan Hantman, et al., No. 1:05–CV–01981, 
pending in the United States District Court 
for the District of Columbia, the plaintiff has 
named as a defendant Carolyn E. Apostolou, 
Clerk of the Subcommittee on the Legisla-
tive Branch of the Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(1) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§ 288b(a) and 288c(a)(1), the 
Senate may direct its counsel to defend 
Members, officers, and employees of the Sen-
ate in civil actions relating to their official 
responsibilities: Now therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate Legal Counsel is 
authorized to represent Carolyn E. 
Apostolou in the case of Timothy P. Toms v. 
Alan Hantman, et al. 

f 

CONGRESSMAN BILL THOMAS 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, before 

closing, I am going to make a brief 
comment—and there will be a lot more 
to say later in the year—on my friend 
and colleague Chairman BILL THOMAS 
in the House of Representatives. 

He has an old saying: ‘‘I came here to 
make law.’’ Well, when he retires at 
the end of his 14th term serving the 
22nd District of California, Chairman 
THOMAS will be able to look back on an 
illustrious public career that not only 
made law but made history. 

BILL THOMAS is smart. He is tena-
cious. He is steeped in the traditions of 
the House. He knows an awful lot about 
the traditions in the Senate as well. He 
has worked hard for over 25 years to 
deliver meaningful solutions to the 
American people. 

As chairman of the powerful Ways 
and Means Committee, the chairman 
has authored and managed some of the 
most significant legislation to come 
before the House. His skillful leader-
ship has led to major victories in re-
ducing trade barriers, cutting taxes, 
stimulating the economy, and pro-
tecting the interests of all Americans. 

During the Medicare modernization 
debate, I spent 6 months in the chair-
man’s Capitol office hammering out in-
tricate, complex, tough, challenging 
policy details. I think it is fair to say 
that in those 6 months I had more than 
my lifetime’s share of pistachios, 
which he always had sitting on that 
table and which habitually you could 
not help but dive into, as we talked 
about those many issues. 

A former political science professor, 
he is known on both sides of the aisle 
for his keen intellect and also his polit-
ical savvy. He is known for what has 
been called his ‘‘singular personality.’’ 

Over the years, he has been, at times, 
passionate; he has been emotional; he 
has been outspoken; he has been head-
strong—all qualities that have pro-
pelled him even beyond the national 
stage. 
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